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The sunshine pours into Don-
ald Locke’s new artist studio at
Nexus Contemporary Arts Cen-
ter, but the brightest light ema-
nates from his face.

“This may sound pretentious,
but I feel that this is the begin-
ning, the nucleus of something,”
the 61-year-old painter/sculptor
says, surveying the paintings
leaning against the exposed

True artists’ community takes shape

- manager, one for visiting artist
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brick walls. “I don’t know wh
but it feels good.”

~ Mr. Locke is one of 12 artis
inaugurating Nexus’s new stud
wing, two century-old Mea
Street warehouses facmg aco
munal courtyard adjacent to tk
Nexus Press building. The cent
spent $500,000 on the renovati
that yielded 12 studios, tw
apartments (one for the stu

Mr. Locke’s sense of expe

ata new Nexus

tancy is not unfounded The syn-
ergy that can benefit an artist’s
work has played a role in the
popularity of similar arrange-
ments in old schools and ware-
houses around town.

Dana Cibulski, 33, who had
sublet a studio at the old Nexus
on Ralph McGill Boulevard and
has become one of the new ten-
ants, remembers the “collective
identity” there. She likes the
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Sculptor Jimmy Hull, 30, will be resident
manager of the artists’ apartments. One perk:
He'll have a terrific view of the skyline.
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A courtyard next to the Nexus Press
building faces two renovated warehouses,
where 12 artists will have their studios.
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sense of community
“I’'m not a lone-wolf type. I need to
get out and gab, to ask, ‘Can you come

~look at this for a minute? ” says the

artist, known for her large pastel

'works on themes of nature and

politics.
Jimmy Hull, 30, also looks forward
to the “critical exehange ” The sculp-

- tor, who will be resident manager, will

emoy the added bonus of a spectacular
view of the Atlanta skyline from the
window of his studio apartment.

Architect Wlll§am Valle of Peter
Hand Associates can’t take credit for
the view, but he ha# managed to create
pleasant spaces blendmg the charac-
ter of the old and the comfort of the
new on a low budget. Retaining as
much of the original features as possi-
ble — such as the wood-trussed ceil-
ings, multitoned brick walls and even
the old Standard Oil lettering on a
brick wall in the offices — was a prior-
ity. Corrugated aluminum panels on
the facades suggest a contemporary
functional aesthetic.

The artists were selected by a jury
on the basis of quality, says Nexus di-
rector Louise Shaw. Yet, there is a sur-
prising diversity in age and discipline.

“It’s an interesting mix,” says Ms.
Cibulski, who gave up a larger studio

purchased at the door.
» Information: 688-1970.

You can view Nexus’s artist studios:

The artists’ studios in Nexus Contemporary Arts Center’s new wing are
private, but they will be open to the public one night next month.

» When: 8 p.m.-midnight, Friday, Sept. | |.

» What: Nexus’s annual ARTPARTY. i

» Where: 535 Means Street N.W., off Marietta Boulevard. Turn onto
Ponders Avenue at the Salvation Army e

P What to see: In addition to the artists’ studios, the party features art’
exhibitions, tours of Nexus Press, food, music and performances.

» Admission: The price of a Nexus membership: $20 artists and stu-
dents; $30 individual; $35 artist couple; $50 couple; $100 patron. Add $5 if

in hopes of hooking into the opportuni-

“ties that being at the center might of-

fer. “All the artists are really serious.”

The artists, who may stay a maxi-
mum of five years in studios renting
for $120-$250 per month, are required

‘to render community service by par-

ticipating in one of Nexus’s outreach
programs, including its Family Histo-

 ry Project (working with neighbor-

hood children in creating autobio-
graphical books) and Artist Mentor
Program (guiding homeless artists or
those with disabilities).

The completion of the studio wing

marks Nexus’s last major construction:

project for a while. The center is wind-
ing up its $1.95 million capital cam-

paign, to which the Whitehead, Kres-
ge, Harlan and Tull foundations have
been important donors. Money raised

will be used tb buy necessities such as

equipment and signage. /
' The compound of warehouses has
been renovated in phases, beginning
two years ago with the Press and the
Gallery, the center’s more public com-
ponents. Though last (a performance
space is on indefinite hold), the studio.
wing is integral to Nexus’s mission,
“The presence of working artists
gives the center a special dimension,” |
Ms. Shaw says. “Having working art-
ists around creates another kind.of en-
vironment. The creative process goes
on all the time.” |
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